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done her best for her daughter's education. Even
when J. J. Ruskin declared himself in a position to
marry, Margaret would have delayed; but one evening
he persuaded her to get married at once in the Scotch
fashion, and next morning the pair left for London.
On this happy despatch hung great issues.

Memory awoke early for the child John Ruskin in
his first home, that Hunter Street house where he
began to construct the world for himself. His picture
of his childhood is that of a solitary, somewhat over-
disciplined little boy, who was always summarily
whipped if he cried, did not do as he was bid, or
tumbled on the stairs. He had few possessions, and
was taught abnegation early, never being permitted for
one instant to hope for the possession of such things
as one saw in toy-shops. A bunch of keys in early
infancy, a cart and a ball when he was older, two
boxes of well-cut bricks when he was five or six, were
his u entirely sufficient possessions." Almost as soon
as he could remember, he had learned to cultivate the
pleasures of the imagination.

" I would pass my days contentedly in tracing the
squares and colours of the carpet, examining the knots
in the wood of the floor, or counting the bricks in the
opposite houses; with rapturous intervals of excite-
ment during the filling of the water-cart through its
leathern pipe from the dripping iron post at the pave-
ment edge, or the still more admirable proceedings of
the turncock, when he turned and turned until a
fountain sprang up in the middle of the street/'